Arterial blood gas analysis. 2: compensatory mechanisms.
This is the second of a two-part unit discussing arterial blood gas (ABG) analysis. Part 1 outlined background information on ABG reports and focused on a systematic approach to ABG analysis. This part examines the physiology of the various lines of defence in the body and explores the concept of compensation. A step-by-step guide to interpretation and examples of uncomplicated ABGs are available in the Portfolio Pages for this unit at nursingtimes.net, as well as further practice examples relevant to this part of the unit.